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In such a state of things I feel bound to ask you to
consider whether it would not be for the interest of
the Government that I should resign at the end of this
Session without giving any reason beyond the claims
of my own private affairs, which I can very truly
allege, and thus avoid what seems to me to be now
inevitable, my having to retire next November or
December, when it would be almost impossible for me
to do so without assigning a difference of opinion with
my colleagues as my reason for resignation, and when
my retirement might make it difficult for others, who
share my views in principle though perhaps feeling
them less strongly than I do, to remain.

I confess that if I stop in office for the next few
months my position will, to my mind, be a very strange
one. You seem to me to be pledged to the extension
of the County Suffrage beyond escape, you are the
Head of the Government and the Leader of the Liberal
Party, and I feel, though it is very painful to me to say
so, that I cannot follow your lead in this matter. Is
it desirable for anyone that in such a state of things
I should continue to hold office temporarily ? It
would be on personal grounds very distasteful to me
to do so ; but I owe you and my colleagues and the
Party with which I have been so long connected much
too much not to feel bound to be guided, as to any
question of time, by your wishes. I should be ungrateful
indeed for the invariable kindness and far too great
confidence which you have always shown me if I did
not desire as far as I possibly can to consult the interests
of the Government and your own convenience; but it
seems to me that the most complete way in which I
can do this is to leave you perfectly free, as I do by
this letter, to let me drop out of the Government without